Important notes on doing the assignments

1. Plagiarism

Please be aware of the University policy on plagiarism.  There is no problem discussing with other students how you are planning to answer the questions, or sharing ideas about how to complete the assignment.  But the writing up of your answers to the assignment MUST be something that is your work alone.

2. Word limit

Remember that there is a word limit.  As well, if you can provide a thorough answer in fewer words then that is fine; a precise answer is always preferred to an answer that includes content that is not directly relevant to the question.

3. Diagrams

Use diagrams where you believe this will assist you in giving the most effective answer to a question.  (But it’s not required to use diagrams for every question.) 
For a diagram to contribute to your answer you’ll need to: 
Represent the diagram correctly - Each diagram should be titled and all axes and curves should be labeled.  The initial point of equilibrium should be identified. Changes in points on the diagram should always be explained with reference to the changes measured along both axes.
Explain the diagram - You should be able to explain the diagram in words and relate it to the point you are making or question you are answering.  Remember, a diagram by itself does not constitute an answer.
Relate the diagram to the relevant theory – Make sure your diagram is consistent with the model and theory you are using, and represents them correctly and logically.
Source:  Cowie J., Findlay C., McTaggart D., Reading between the lines
	   Addison-Wesley Sydney, 1994.

4. Referencing
You need to reference any direct quotes or major pieces of evidence you cite, as well as where you are drawing extensively on another work in your own writing.  The standard referencing system in economics is the Harvard system, but you can use whatever referencing system you find suits you best.


Example: The Harvard System 

How to cite references within the text of your essay 
References in the text give the author’s surname, the date of publication and, if a quote or specific fact is referred to, the page number as well.
For example:
Where reference is made in the essay to more than one work by the same author that was published in the same year, the distinction is shown by using letters (both within the text and in the reference list), as follows: 
‘As shown in Rockett (1990b), in industries where…’
The abbreviation ‘et al.’ may be used where there are more than three authors, as follows: 
See Kamien et al. (1992) for a comparison of optimal…’
When citing several references to support a particular point, list them chronologically and separate them with semi-colons: 
‘There exists a vast theoretical literature exploring the reasons for and consequences of this type of policy (Abowd, 1976; Wooden & Dawkins, 1983; Williams et al., 1995).’

How to cite references in your essay reference list or bibliography

A. BOOKS
The following information should be provided in the order stated:
· Author’s name and initials 
· Date of publication 
· Title, underlined or in italics, with initial letters of first word and of proper nouns in capitals 
· Publisher 
· Place of publication 
· Page numbers, if a specific reference in a long work under the Oxford system. 
Authors are cited in the order used on the title page. (All authors should be shown in the reference citation, though, as mentioned above, in the text the name of the first author and ‘et al.’ can be used where there are more than three authors.) 

Woodward, R., 1983, Maestro: How Alan Greenspan Conducts the Economy. Simon & Schuster, New York.


B. JOURNAL ARTICLES 
The format for referring to journals and periodicals is as follows:
· Author’s name and initials 
· Date 
· Article title in lower case 
· Journal title, underlined or in italics 
· Volume number
· Page numbers. 
Applebaum, E., 1992, ‘Estimation of oligopoly power’, Journal of Econometrics. Vol. 19, pp. 287-99. 
C. ARTICLES OR CHAPTERS IN BOOKS
Grindley, P.C. and Nickerson, J.A., 1997, ‘Licensing in the chemical industry: A case study’ in Licensing Strategy, edited by R. Parr and P. Sullivan, John Wiley & Sons, New York. 
 
D. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
APRA (Australian Prudential Regulation Authority), 2003, Superannuation Trends, Sydney.

E. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
'Unsightly problem of plastics'. The Age. 4 January 1990, p. 13.
Silkstone, Dan 'Levy on city car parks proposed to cut congestion'. The Age, 8 April 2005, p3.
F. WEBSITES
List the author, year of publication, and title of the reference.  As well it is necessary to include the address of the site from which the material was accessed, and the date at which it was accessed.

