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Why write papers?

Writing papers gives you practice at organizing and expressing your thoughts, 

and punctuation helps people understand what you mean. It's not the fault of 

the reader if they don't understand you. Writing is difficult but with practice 

and dedication, you can master this important skill

What I 

think

What I 

can put 

into 

words

What I 

say to 

other 

people

What people 

actually understand
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Why APA & writing matters

 Attention. To. Detail.

 Important for both college and professionally. For the latter, mistakes 

and lack of attention can have devastating consequences.

 No Miranda? Suspect statements cannot be used

Mistake on the search warrant? Exclusionary Act could result it in being 

thrown out

 Most CJ careers in this field exist in the context of bureaucracies.

 Policies, search warrants, criminal report, probation/parole report, 

procedural guidelines for specific practices, memoranda, press 

releases, research reports, and communications with local/state 

authorities, judicial/legislative bodies are all forms of written media. 

 Leadership ability and program development are closely related to 

writing skills.
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Importance of Effective, Well-Written 

Reports

A written report is often the first impression an officer makes on commanding 
officers, lawyers, or judges – and a poorly written report can cause an inaccurate 
portrayal of competence level. Additionally, it can also mean the difference 
between a rightful conviction and an erroneous release of a guilty person. On the 
other hand, an accurate and intelligent report can make a positive first impression, 
and has the ability to lead to new opportunities for the future.

 Time saver: Accurate organization of the material and repetition elimination 
can cut hours out of an officer’s reporting time.

 Better court preparation: A well-written report can prove more efficient in a 
court of law, speaking more logically and correctly to lawyers and judges.

 Possible avoidance of court: A report that leaves little material for questioning 
could help an officer avoid having to attend court at all. If the report is written 
clearly and leaves little room for questions, counsel may have no reason to call 
the officer into the court.

 Respect from superiors and fellow officers: If a report is written well the first time, 
an officer’s superior has little revision to make, saving time and energy and 
earning the officer respect in the eyes of his/her superior.
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http://online.sju.edu/resource/justice-studies/the-importance-of-professional-writing-skills-in-law-enforcement


Common Types of Law Enforcement 

Reports

 Arrest Report: Written at the time of an arrest, including the probable cause, 
arrest, and the temperament of the suspected person.

 Evidence Collection Report: Launches the chain of evidence, such as who 
discovered the evidence, when and where it was located, who collected 
it, and its disposition.

 Crime Report: Written after a crime has occurred, including all aspects of 
the crime (location, date and time, evidence taken, loss or injuries, and 
suspect depiction).

 Event or Incident Report: Used to document events that are not measured 
as criminal, such as emergency medical calls or civil disputes.

 Narcotic, Drunk Driving, Intoxication Report: A report describing a suspect’s 
condition at the time of the crime, including the influence of substances, 
be it alcohol or drugs.

 Clearance Report: States the outcome of a case, and could include the 
arrest, the recovery of property or the filing of a complaint. This report serves 
as the conclusion of a case.
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Police Report Writing & Academic 

Writing (Bond)

 Police reports are first person accounts of what the officer observed and 

actions taken. The who, what, when, where, why, and how tell the facts of 

the incident. Police reports are accurate, honest, thorough, and clear 

articulation of the facts as known to the officer writing the report. A good 

police report paints a picture with words so that the reader can clearly 

understand what happened through the officers firsthand storytelling of the 

incident.

 Both academic writing and professional police report writing are skills that 

are learned through doing. The academic writing process and professional 

police report writing is David Kolb’s (1984) experiential learning theory in 

action. You only get better with practices, feedback, reflection, and 

building upon your gained knowledge of the writing process.
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https://andragogytheory.com/2017/05/23/criminal-justice-writing-avoid-using-personal-experience-in-lieu-of-academic-evidence/


Overview

• Worth ~25% of your overall 
grade

• Policy paper of 7 (full)– 8  
written pages. The 
title/reference page do 
not count towards this.

• Choose a criminal justice 

policy from the right and 

critically examine the 
implementation, use, and 
efficacy of the policy.

• For the final paper, 8

acceptable sources of 
which at minimum 5 are 
academic, empirical
sources (more on that 
later)

7 Topics to Choose From

• Asset forfeiture • Broken windows policing

• Privatization of prisons / 
jails

• Alternatives to incarceration‡

• Three strikes laws • Mandatory minimum laws

• Truth in sentencing laws • Solitary confinement

• Sex offender residence 
restrictions (SORR)

• Sex offender registration & 
notification (SORN)

• Body worn cameras • CJ Harm reduction policies‡

• Sexual assault nurse 

examiner programs 
(SANE)

• Red light / stop cameras

• SWAT • Restorative justice

• High school student drug 
testing

• School resource officers

• Crisis intervention teams
• Specialty (problem solving) 

courts‡

• Ban the box • Zero tolerance & juveniles

Note. ‡As these topics are quite broad, you should choose 
specific aspects of it to analyze while providing a general 
overview (e.g., if you select specialty courts, select a specific 
type; if you select alternatives, focus on a specific type such as 
electronic monitoring, intensive supervised probation, 
bootcamps, discretionary parole, etc. You cannot do probation 
nor parole itself). 



Components

Specific components of the assignment

 Overview & origins of the policy/program 

 This includes a brief overview of how it came to be. You should discuss important 

legislation or cases (e.g., State or Supreme Court decisions) pertaining to the 

topic (each of these may not pertain to every topic, however)

 Prior academic research on the topic regarding its efficacy/efficiency

 Current concerns, controversial perspectives associated with the 

policy/practice

 Policy implications/Future of the policy/practice

You must use headers identifying these components 

throughout your paper. 
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Late Policy and Extra Credit

 You can submit each assignment 
up to three days late - (e.g. 
submitting it at 1 AM on Monday 
morning will lower your grade so you 
would be better off waiting to work 
on it some more). 

 Each day late is a third of a letter 
grade off (e.g., a paper submitted 
on Tuesday that received a B would 
receive a C+.

 If it is not submitted by the end of 
the day Wednesday, the grade is a 
0.

Extra Credit
1. Students that submit their paper by 

the end of day Thursday the week it 
is due will receive a one-third grade 
bump. 

2. Students that visit the ECU Writing 
Center for a review of their full draft, 
along with a copy of their writing 
center report, and a 1 page write 
up on how they edited/changed 
their paper, can receive a one-third 
grade bump.

 More on this later in the powerpoint
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Digging deeper into the policy paper

 Stated most simply, it is an overview of published and 
unpublished materials which help answer two fundamental 
questions: 

 What are the current theoretical or policy issues and debates 
related to your topic? 

 What is the current state of knowledge about these issues and 
problems? 

 Basic elements include

 Description of the context and importance of the problem

 Discussion of a range of policy options

 Weighing the evidence. 
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Understanding policy development, 

implementation, & enforcement (Mays & 

Ruddell, 2014) 
 What is the primary policy that is designed to address this problem?

 When was the policy developed?

 Who were the major players that favored or opposed the policy?

 Has the policy been implemented as it was envisioned?

 Has the policy achieved the desired effect(s)?

 Have there been modifications to the policy?

 Is the policy ineffective/no impact, and therefore in need of 

termination? 

Engaging in this exercise will help you make better sense of the 

sometimes chaotic world of CJ policies and processes. 

Your text, which deals with policy in their opening chapters, are 

important as well.
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Tips

 General
 Browse discipline-specific or area-specific reviews 

 Look through past several years of flagship journals

 Use key terms to search electronic databases

 When you find a source you  like, look through the works cited for others 

that are similar

 Reviewing the literature
 Don’t just summarize the studies, evaluate them (but don’t be too 

dismissive)

 Look for key themes and issues running through them

 Take a holistic view of the relevant literature to provide an overview of 

what it says

 Pay attention to the utility of qualitative research methods to address 

key themes and issues

 Let the literature guide you, not your preconceived notions or 

opinion on the topic.

 ECU Criminal Justice library guide
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http://libguides.ecu.edu/criminaljustice


Rubric for the final paper

 Students will be assessed on the following five areas for their final paper:

 Thesis Statement/Research Evidence 

 Understanding of the Issue

 Mechanical, Grammar, & Language

 Argument & Structure

 Formatting and APA

 Please follow these APA requirements:

 In-text citations

 Works cited page 

 Section headers

 Page numbers

 An abstract is NOT needed!
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Any Questions?

Don’t be like this penguin.

If you have any questions or issues, 

please do not hesitate to reach out 

to me either e-mail or through 

real/virtual office hours!

14
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Extra Credit Opportunity

 In order to get extra credit on their paper, students must visit the ECU 
Online Writing Lab to work on their draft prior to submitting their final 
paper

 Will increase your grade by a third of a letter grade (e.g., from a C+ to 
a B-)

 Can be done either online or in-person
 When consulting with a trained writing center consultant for at least 40 

minutes, you must make sure I receive the e-mail outlining the visit in order to 
earn this.

 If online, it must be a synchronous meeting!

 You must also write up a 1 to 2-page document that demonstrates how you 
took mine, the peer review, and their feedback into account (be specific). 

 You must do both of these in order to receive the extra points.

16



What is their Online Writing 

Lab (OWL)?

Hopefully, you have heard of it. But based on comments from prior 

students, this was, for many, their first experience with it.

From ECU:

 The ECU Online Writing Lab (OWL) Offers Distance Education students the 

opportunity to consult with a trained writing center consultant, either in an 

e-Tutoring appointment, or a Meet Online appointment. 

 Our OWL allows off-campus students to ask specific questions about their 

writing in any stage, from brainstorming to the final draft. 

 While our online consultants do not simply proofread or edit anyone's 

paper, we gladly answer questions and try to provide feedback that will 

help any student become a better writer.
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ECU Online Writing Lab – Link

E-Tutoring

e-Tutoring appointments are 
conducted through our WCOnline
program. After filling out an 
appointment form and attaching a 
document, students will be able to 
access their paper with comments 
from a Writing Center consultant 
within their scheduled hour by 
logging into their WCOnline
account. 

Meet Online

The OWL also offers synchronous Meet 
Online appointments, where Distance 
Education students can interact with 
Writing Center staff through a 
chat/whiteboard program. 
Documents can be uploaded and 
actively commented on by both the 
student and consultant simultaneously. 
These appointments are one hour in 
length, and both the student and 
consultant log in and are present in 
the WCOnline appointment system.
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http://www.ecu.edu/cs-acad/writing/uwc/OWL.cfm


Student Experiences with the writing 

lab

 As part of the feedback I receive from students, I specifically ask them about 
their experiences with the writing center, if they chose to use it: This slide and the 
next are some of their experiences (unedited):

 I would definitely go to the ECU writing center again. I would not have gotten the 
grade I received on my paper if it wasn't for the writing center.

 I had a very good experience. I used it twice and received a lot of advice and help. I 
think you should require your students to go for extra credit because it was beneficial. I 
would not have used it otherwise and did not know it was available. I am thankful for 
the help I got from them.

 My experience at the writing center was very beneficial. Because of my issues with 
formatting and grammar, the writing center helped me improve in that area. This 
resulted in an overall better quality paper and I received a better grade than I would 
had I not utilized the writing center.

 My experience was great at the writing center. I knew what questions to ask and I got 
the help I needed. It was very worth it and helped improve my paper overall. 
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Student Experiences, pt. II

 My experience with them was very pleasurable, and the whole process was so streamlined 

from setting up the appointment, and throughout the meeting! I would definitely suggest 

your continuing to utilize them for your future classes, be that for incentive or not.

 Yes the writing center was worthwhile to me. They actually walked me through my paper 

step by step while suggesting some corrections that would better my paper. The writing 

center has always been very helpful to me and I think all students should use their services 

when preparing writing assignments.

 It was my first experience, and it was amazing; I went three times and people over 

there help me a lot. I understand now how to improve my resources, and how I can apply 

different techniques in my papers.

 My experience at the Writing Center was great. I learned a lot about APA formatting and 

paraphrasing which made my paper better in the long run. It was definitely worthwhile.

 Keep making students go to the writing center.
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Student Experiences, pt. III

But don’t be these students! 

 I did not utilize the writing center because I do not live in Greenville.

 I wasn't near ECU for my internship and wasn't able to make it there for using the 
ECU writing center.

(They have online support so this is not an acceptable excuse yet I still hear this every 
semester!)

 I did not utilize the ECU's writing center but honestly wish I had.

(While a few have reported unsatisfactory experiences or their friends have, the 
overwhelming majority of the students reported that they were satisfied with their 
session(s).)

 I missed a discussion board and it brought me [my grade] down a lot.

(I know it’s not related to the paper but you are given X out of Y to do allowing you to 
miss a few without penalty)
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Sources, Tips, & Tricks



Sources

 For your final paper, you must have at least 8 sources, of which 5 are academic, 
empirical sources

 An academic, empirical source is defined as research based on observed and 
measured phenomena. It is research that derives knowledge from actual 

experience rather than from theory or belief. Includes primary data collection and 

meta-analyses but does not include systematic/literature reviews and is published in 

an academic journal (i.e., it undergoes peer review).

 Papers that typically do better use more than ten sources

 Newspaper articles, books, online websites, dictionaries, documentaries, editorials, 

etc. are not allowed

 You should be using primarily academic journal articles and 

governmental/organizational reports. You should not use websites. If you have 

questions about a source, E-MAIL ME!!
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Academic Sources

 Academic (peer-reviewed) journals

 E.g., “Sexual Abuse”, “Criminology & Public Policy”

 Again, note that journals publish editorials, book reviews, etc.; these do not count 

and are not considered acceptable!]. 

 Journal articles are usually reports of empirical studies, meta analyses (both of 

which are empirical), and literature reviews (not an empirical article)

 You can tell a journal is peer reviewed typically in their about/more information 

section
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http://sax.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/02/27/1079063215574004.full.pdf+html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1745-9133.12239/full
http://sax.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/02/27/1079063215574004.abstract
http://www.icmec.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Characteristics-of-Persistent-Sex-Offenders-Meta-Analysis-of-Recidivism-2005.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0735648X.2015.1133492


Other Acceptable Sources

 Academic book/chapter in an edited volume (“Rape and Sexual Assault”)

 Gray literature (these are not peer reviewed and thus, are not academic)

 Research reports (“Urban Institute”, “RAND”, “Human Rights Watch”, 

“Justice Center”) / white/working papers (“NCJRS”, “MPD”)

 Gov’t reports (“Bureau of Justice Statistics”, “Office of National Drug 

Control Policy”, “Government Accountability Office”, “Department of 

Justice”, “Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Reports”, etc.)

Organization reports (“National White Collar Center”)

 BJS example – mental health 

 Dissertations (example)

 Law review journals (example) 

 Professional journals (“Police Chief”, “National Institute of Justice 

Journal”) – Civic Research Institute journals also fall under this category

These last two are not peer reviewed and are thus not academic
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299282868_Rape_and_Sexual_Assault
http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/alfresco/publication-pdfs/2000589-Transforming-Prisons-Restoring-Lives.pdf
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR800/RR864/RAND_RR864.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/us0513_ForUpload_1.pdf
https://whatworks.csgjusticecenter.org/
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/249189.pdf
http://bwc.thelab.dc.gov/TheLabDC_MPD_BWC_Working_Paper_10.20.17.pdf
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cpus14.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/policy-and-research/2015_national_drug_control_strategy_0.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/590/586793.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226686.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html
https://www.nw3c.org/docs/research/credit-card-fraud-2017.pdf
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/mhppji.pdf
http://dc.etsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2700&context=etd
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2901528
http://www.policechiefmagazine.org/magazine/index.cfm?fuseaction=display&article_id=4231&issue_id=82016
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/247877.pdf


Not acceptable – do not use these as 

one of your three/five/ten sources

 Newspaper/magazine articles (e.g., Washington Post, Time, CNN, Fox, NPR), 

 Encyclopedias/dictionaries, 

 The vast majority of online websites, (e.g., procon.com, Wikipedia)

 Editorials, commentaries, introductions (etc.),

 Letters to the editor,

 Blogs,

 Book reviews, 

 Books (book chapters are acceptable – books are not),

 Movies/films/documentaries, etc.,

 Newspaper articles (seriously – do not use these),

 Again, most websites are unacceptable

While you can use your textbook, IT DOES NOT COUNT TOWARDS YOUR REQUIRED NUMBER OF 
SOURCES!!!

If you think a source is questionable, contact me ahead of time.
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Differentiating between types

of sources, pt. I

 The following journal articles would count towards your academic, empirical 
sources as these are published in peer reviewed journals and analyze data:
 Link: Mandating treatment based on interlock performance: Evidence for effectiveness
 Link: The effect of alcohol and road traffic policies on crash rates in Botswana, 2004-2011: 

A time-series analysis
 Link: “I drove after drinking alcohol” and other risky driving behaviors reported by young 

novice drivers
 Link: Drinking and driving among college students: The influence of alcohol-control 

policies
 Link: U.S. state ignition interlock laws for alcohol impaired driving prevention: a 50 state 

survey and analysis

 This would count as an acceptable source but not empirical as it is a literature 
review of the field:
 Link: A systematic review: Effectiveness of mass media campaigns for reducing alcohol-

impaired driving and alcohol-related crashes
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acer.13149/full
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001457514000621
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001457514000682
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0749379703001995
http://eastcarolina.summon.serialssolutions.com/#!/search?bookMark=ePnHCXMwXV1NS8QwEA3iQV38CzIH8ZalNZts9Vb8QMHburC3kI9WVOhCtyr-e98k7bJ4a-iQHjqZl5fMvDkT545zs7sh1XBFsb8axAJdKqCNxvM1kK88SrWKlcRoc5xSA5Xk9ydTJGVlkFPxsZ6v5pT2XvScUmq2HaXzMoT7T3pxPzvCBo_q3FOWwMYdwkWk-_6dSTlNYkjb7pZq0sU41-qr_25-CYSdJgGQmVg_PrzePcmxEYF8K-HRctEEExvjVQjehFgGcJSIhVn6yi8DKEfV-Ba4aGLR3ihuyMiXiYWvjHZtqFo1Exd5Xo76ll1n6F2wmtVQAMmsWXh1YJBLIPe-Z-tDw8tsOAGHdZ7PRMKws6Be-LpWhjs9y2zG2Wl2dEtYjOLe__-E-gOKQn2r
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4558837/pdf/12889_2015_Article_2088.pdf


Differentiating between types

of sources, pt. II

 These would count towards your acceptable sources. These are not 

academic as they are not peer reviewed despite analyzing data:
 Government report: Evaluation of state ignition interlock programs: Interlock 

use analyses from 28 states, 2006–2011

 Government report: Roadside survey of alcohol and drug use by drivers

 Organizational report: Drink-driving and DUI recidivists’ attitudes and beliefs: A 

longitudinal analysis. 

 Book chapter: The impact of drink driving laws

 Law review: "No hands": Reevaluating what control is necessary to establish 

actual physical control following State v. Nekolite
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http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/812145-EvalStateIgnitionInterlockProg.pdf
http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/812118-Roadside_Survey_2014.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP1279.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780123983381000713


Identifying Valid Sources

 Look for the author’s credentials.  Are they a person who has a 

documented knowledge of science?

 When was the source created?  Could research since that time have 

changed the information included in your source?  If so, look for more 

recent works that give you the same (or different) information.

 What type of source is this – popular, journal, web? 

 The depth and level of detail offered in the source.  It should be 

appropriate to your level of understanding but use relevant vocabulary 

and cite research to support its information.

 Evaluating information – ECU
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http://libguides.ecu.edu/c.php?g=17354&p=3462515


My Own Research as an Example of 

Sources, pt. I

 Using my own research, here are some academic, empirical articles I have 
written on a policy we’ll be looking at (or have examined, depending when you 
view this) on sex offender registration and notification.

 Collateral consequences of juvenile sex offender registration and 
notification: Results from a survey of treatment providers

 In this paper, we interviewed 200+ treatment providers who worked with juveniles 
who have committed a sex offense on the impact of sex offender registration / 
notification on the juvenile

 Law enforcement perspectives on sex offender registration and notification 
effectiveness, challenges, and policy priorities

 Collateral consequences and effectiveness of sex offender registration and 
notification: Law enforcement perspectives

 In these two articles, we had semi-structured interviews with 104 police officers 
and had 1,000+ police officers complete a survey on sex offender policies and 
their effectiveness and collateral consequences
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=ogrqpB4AAAAJ&citation_for_view=ogrqpB4AAAAJ:d1gkVwhDpl0C
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=ogrqpB4AAAAJ&citation_for_view=ogrqpB4AAAAJ:2osOgNQ5qMEC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=ogrqpB4AAAAJ&citation_for_view=ogrqpB4AAAAJ:qjMakFHDy7sC


My Own Research as an Example of 

Sources, pt. II

 On Slide 25, the chapter on rape/sexual assault was written by a mentor of 

mine and me. It is not empirical as we collected no data ourselves but 

summarize the issues, relying on other studies, referred to as a systematic 

review. Because the chapter was published in a book, it is considered an 

acceptable source.

 I have also published in ‘professional journals as well (Civic Research 

Institute). These are not peer reviewed and do not fall under either the 

‘academic’ nor ‘empirical’ requirement and thus, are only considered 

‘acceptable.’

 Treatment Providers' Perspectives of the Consequences of Juvenile Registration 

and Notification.
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http://www.civicresearchinstitute.com/online/article_abstract.php?pid=7&iid=1126&aid=7381


Use of websites (generally)

 Sites such as DrugAbuse.gov, CrimeSolutions.gov, summary websites 

from the CDC, and others (including non-gov’t agencies) are not 

allowed. 

 Refer to their sources and use those instead. 

 Example: CrimeSolutions.gov, which evaluates evidence based 

programs and practices, relies on empirical articles. Do not use this. 

Rather, use the primary source (i.e., what they are citing)

 Example 1 – Adolescent Community Reinforcement (Drugs)

 This was assessed using 2 empirical articles which is found under: Evidence-

Base (Studies Reviewed). 

 The key here is rather than using the website itself, refer to the articles 

that are used, reviewed, and cited! 

 Websites should be avoided (e.g., Wikipedia, news items, 

encyclopedias, FindLaw, ProCon, Quora, etc.)

 Organizational reports are typically acceptable if they are reputable; if 

you are unsure, please ask or post in the forums
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https://www.crimesolutions.gov/
https://www.crimesolutions.gov/ProgramDetails.aspx?ID=137


Using government websites

 Some government websites provide a great overview of particular 
policies and issues (e.g., CrimeSolutions.gov from the prior slide)

 Drugabuse.gov – Drugged driving 

 SMART.gov

 NIJ.gov

 CDC.gov

 Do not use the website

 Use the references that these websites 
utilize (i.e., the primary source) 
as these are the academic articles!

Again, do not use the actual
websites as a source!
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https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/drugged-driving


Using government websites, pt. II

 Another example: Police Use of Force

https://nij.gov/topics/law-enforcement/officer-safety/use-of-

force/pages/welcome.aspx

 Do not use this website as a source. Instead, use the primary sources they 

cite

 The Rialto, CA CrimeSolution.gov 

link to the primary source
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https://nij.gov/topics/law-enforcement/officer-safety/use-of-force/pages/welcome.aspx
https://www.crimesolutions.gov/ProgramDetails


National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 

Journal

 Another similar example to CrimeSolutions is the NIJ Journal which reports 
on studies they have been sponsored/funded by the NIJ

 For instance, Issue No. 274: https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/247877.pdf

 One such article describes a previous study, “Addressing the Impact of 
Wrongful Convictions on Crime Victims”

 Rather than use the article in the NIJ Journal by Irazola and others, use the 
actual primary source, the full report they produced.  

 Always use the primary source!

 Bonus: NIJ Journal, similar to DrugAbuse.gov / CrimeSolutions.gov, provides 
additional readings/other important links and notes
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http://www.nij.gov/journals/pages/welcome.aspx
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/247877.pdf
https://www.nij.gov/journals/274/pages/victim-impact-wrongful-convictions.aspx
https://www.nij.gov/journals/274/pages/victim-impact-wrongful-convictions.aspx


Tips & Tricks



Tips & Tricks 1

 Not all sources found via ECU’s 

Joyner Library’s search are 

considered acceptable. 

 You will need to filter it by content 

type (e.g., “Journal Article”, 

“Scholarly & Peer Review)

 Note that law reviews are 

included here but are not 

considered academic sources
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Law review – doesn’t count

as an academic article



Another way



Tips & Tricks 2

 Do not rely completely on citation managers. 

 This includes Joyner’s Library “Cite This” option 

 Most likely, you will need to make minor to major modifications if you do! 

 Please review the course resources on APA formatting for in-text citations and works 
cited. 

 You will be assessed on this for both portions of the assignment!

 For instance, the article below was cited as this (note the bold is wrong):

Walsh, J. A., & Krienert, J. L. (2009;2008;). A decade of child-initiated family 
violence: Comparative analysis of Child—Parent violence and parricide 
examining offender, victim, and event characteristics in a national sample 
of reported incidents, 1995-2005. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 24(9), 
1450-1477. doi:10.1177/0886260508323661

 The (2009;2008;) is incorrect – the year should be when it came out in print which is 
2009, not the year it online first (unless it is very recent and has not come out in print 
yet)
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Tips & Tricks 3 & 4: Having trouble 

finding sources? Try snowballing

 This trick, referred to as snowballing, has been extremely helpful for 
students in the past. There are two ways of going about this:

 Looking back: Say you find a great article from 2016 that builds upon prior 
research. One way of finding other relevant research is to look at the works cited 
page at the end of the article to find other sources. While not all of these may be 
relevant to you, you should get a good start.

 Looking ahead: Utilizing Google Scholar (https://scholar.google.com/), you can 
see the sources that have cited a specific article. For instance, say you find a 
great source from 2002 and you want to find other similar research that has been 
published since then. When you copy the article’s title into the search box, you 
can see which sources have cited it through the “Cited by X” link. From here, you 
can further refine your search (such as by date and specific key words to 
search). Not all sources that are cited may be appropriate for this paper.
Note: You may then have to use ECU’s site to get the actual source if it is not 
publicly available
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https://scholar.google.com/


Finding Sources – Looking Ahead

When we click on the “Cited by” link above, we see all the articles that have cited it (below). 
We can then search within these articles – not all will be relevant, though, or restrict it by date.
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Be wary of the “Suggested Citation”

 Many articles and reports come with a suggested citation

 Should not use it – most are done in that field’s style (e.g., MLA, ASA, 

Chicago)

 For instance…I found the following source and it had this as it’s 

suggested citation:

 Mah-Hui, Michael Lim, Old Wine in New Bottles: Subprime Mortgage 

Crisis - Causes and Consequences (July 30, 2008). Journal of Applied 

Research in Accounting and Finance (JARAF), Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 3-13, 

2008. Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1263280

 That’s not APA format but it is done in that field’s style. You’ll need to 

figure out how to do it in APA style!
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https://ssrn.com/abstract=1263280


Ask A Librarian – http://www.ecu.edu/cs-

lib/research/askalibrarian.cfm
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http://www.ecu.edu/cs-lib/research/askalibrarian.cfm


Use the most recent data

 Assume you are doing your paper on alternatives to incarceration. 

Citing “Prisoners in 2008” by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, when 

“Prisoners in 2015” is out, is bad form. 

 Similarly, if one was looking at mental health, using the 2010 

National Survey on Drug Use and Health report when the most 

recent one from 2015 is available, should be avoided.
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https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p08.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p15.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUH-FFR1-2015/NSDUH-FFR1-2015/NSDUH-FFR1-2015.pdf

