The Problem of Evil

1.  The Basic Problem
	A.  Evil Exists
		1.  Humans sin: Moral Evil
		2.  Humans suffer: Natural Evil
	B.  This seems incompatible with God’s attributes
		1.  Omnibenevolence: He dislikes all evil
		2.  Omnipotence: He could prevent all evil
		3.  Omniscience: He is aware of all evils
2.  Two Different Approaches
	A.  An argument against God’s existence
		1.  Atheism
	B.  A puzzle for understanding the divine nature
		1.  Defense: show consistency, that it is possible for God to allow evil
2.  Theodicy:  offer a theory of why God might allow evil
3.  The Unreality of Evil
	A.  Evil is a privation, not a positive being
		1. Privations vs. (mere) absences
		2.  Absence of something that should be there
	B.  Because evil is not a thing, there is no thing God is responsible for
	C.  Objection:  Shouldn’t God have made more good?
4.  Limits of Human Understanding
	A.  We can’t see the whole picture
		1. Impressionist painting analogy
		2. Any consistent world might include some bad components
			a.  Leibniz and the best of all possible worlds
	B.  We don’t have the right moral concepts, we can’t judge god
		1.  Does God have obligations to us?
	C.  Objection:  Threatens our ability to comprehend God/the world	
5.  Evil as Opportunity
	A.  Evil allows for a positive moral responsce
		1.  Transformational goods	
	B.  For appreciation of the good
		1.  We need evil to understand good
	C.  Objection: Why so much evil?
6. Free Will Defense
	A.  Evil is caused by humans having free will
		1.  Free will is a very great good
		2.  Having it outweighs negative consequences of its misuse
		3. Objection: what about natural evil?
	B.  Evil is necessary in a world in which human have free will
		1.  Use of free will requires stable laws of nature
		2.  Stable laws generate certain natural evils
		3.  But having free will outweighs those evils
	C.  Objections
		1.  Do we have libertarian free will?
		2.  Couldn’t there be stable laws with less evil?

God and Morality


1.  Realism vs. Anti-Realism About Morality
	A.  Moral realism
		1.  Obligations, rights, duties are real and substantive
		2.  Moral claims have truth-value
	B.  Moral anti-realism
		1.  Denies moral realism
		2.  Moral claims are just opinions
2.  God as Making Sense of Realist Morality
A.  God as source of moral value
		1.  Something weird about morality just “existing”
		2.  God could give morality its reality/force
		3.  Also its objectivity and universality
		4.  Also, its content
	B.  God as commander
		1.  You cannot have a commandment without a commander
			a.  A law not passed by a legislature makes no sense
			b. A law not enforced also makes no sense
C.  God as guarantor of justice
	1.  If morality is substantive the world seems unjust
		a.  Sometimes good people suffer and evil people prosper
	2.  God could reward and punish according to merit
3.  Euthyphro Dilemma
	A.  Background
		1.  Socratic Dialogue
	B.  God and the Moral Good
		1.  Does God love things because they are morally good?
		2.  Or, are things morally good because God loves them?
		3.  Relationship between divine approval and moral correctness
			a. What is the order of priority or explanation?
	C.  Voluntarism
		1.  Things are good because God loves them
		2.  God’s will makes things good
			a.  Prior to God’s will things are neutral
			b.  Only reason to do/not do something is God’s will
	D.  Problems for Voluntarism
		1.  The morally unthinkable could be good
			a.  If it is just God’s choice, then anything could be good
			b.  Examples: incest, cannibalism, torture, etc.
		2.  Morality becomes arbitrary
			a.  Based only on God’s will
				i.  God didn’t choose for any reasons
				ii.  Could change at any minute
				iii.  Could be different for different people
			b.  God seems like a tyrant
				i.  Good leaders offer us reasons
				ii.  Bad leaders merely enforce their will
	E.  Intellectualism
		1.  Things are good/bad independently of God
			a.  God’s intellect recognizes what has independent value
			b.  Then god commands it because it is good
		2.  There is some explanation of goodness/badness outside of God
		3.  There are reasons for moral action apart from God’s will
	F.  Problems for Intellectualism
		1.  Threatens divine independence
			a.  There is something independent of God
				i.  Something he is subject to
		2.  Makes God morally redundant
			a.  His commands are not needed for morality to exist

