American Studies
Essay 2: Economy and the State

Choose one of the following topic options:  

Option #1: How effective has Reaganomics been? Can it be compared to the New Deal in terms of effectiveness?

Option #2: The New Deal and Reaganomics both had achievements but also failures. How do we determine which one is the better approach and what would need to change to reduce the failures?   

Details:
· Your essay must be 5-6 pages, double spaced. Use Times New Roman and a standard 1” margin.  (Note that some versions of Microsoft Word default to a 1.25” margin.)
· Do not include headers.  Turnitin will do this for you.   
· You must incorporate sources from class and use proper Chicago Style formatting to cite them.  (attached) Outside research is not required, but if you do it, you must select reputable, academic sources. 
· We will discuss additional expectations in class regarding theses, topic sentences, and evidence.  
· Use standard conventions of academic, written English.  
· I highly recommend you visit the Writing Center to help clarify your ideas and prose. 



Essay Scoring Sheet

	Grading Criteria
	Writers earning high scores will…
	Weight

	Content
(construct and support judgments based on evidence; find and analyze ambiguities inherent within any set of textual, social, physical, or theoretical circumstances; evaluate the soundness and relevance of information and reasoning; precisely observe phenomena and accurately record findings)
	· Analyze documents to support argument. 
· Use sources on multiple levels, with a critical eye.
· Weigh and synthesize ideas.
· Handle historical detail correctly and carefully.  
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Consider counterarguments or alternative interpretations. 

	40%

	Focus and Clarity of Thought
(develop automaticity in skills, concepts, and processes that support and enable complex thought; construct questions which further understanding, forge connections, and deepen meaning; identify and characterize the composing elements of dynamic and organic wholes, structures, and systems)
	· Focus the essay around strong and specific thesis. 
· Include only relevant detail. 
· Use appropriate topic sentences. 
· Organize material to contribute to rich understanding of problem. 
· Be intentional in their expression of ideas.  
	25%

	Style 
(write and speak with power, economy, and elegance)
	· Use appropriate academic language. 
· Vary their language. 
· Use mostly simple, declarative sentences with action verbs. Avoid “to be” verbs. 
· Write with economy.  Avoid redundant or overwrought language. 
· Use past tense for events in the past. 
· Proofread to avoid type-o’s and usage errors. 
	20%

	Citations
(precisely observe phenomena and accurately record findings)
	· Follow citation directions in Google Classroom precisely. 
	15%



