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Writing Assignment #3

Fall 2019
This assignment asks you to consider one or more of the poems read in the last three weeks of the class. Besides explicating the poem (discussing what you think it means—analyzing tone, diction, metaphor/simile, irony, etc.), you also have the opportunity to relate the poem to your more intuitive/emotional/personal reactions to it.  This means you can talk about what you liked/disliked about the poem or how it relates to some ideas/experiences of yours.  In any case, at least 50% of the body of the essay you write ought to be analysis; in other words, don’t just write about your own experiences throughout the body of the essay.  Choose from one of the poems listed below (you certainly may discuss more than one of these as long as you will be making direct connections between the themes, symbolism, and/or language of the poems):

NOTE: This is still a formal essay, and as such it must comprise five or more paragraphs. This essay MUST NOT use outside critical sources (unless you want to cite them in the body and use a Works Cited page, which I think you can do fine without). Otherwise, this essay is like #1 and #2 and thus does NOT need a title page or outline or Works Cited page.
“My Last Duchess” 
“My Papa’s Waltz” 
“Those Winter Sundays” 
“Design” 
“The Red Wheelbarrow” 
“In a Station of the Metro” 
Essay guidelines:

Must be submitted through the assignments tab by midnight on Monday, December 9. Due to the quick turnaround required for me to assess your essay and do final grades, this essay will NOT be accepted after midnight on Wednesday, December 11—so DON’T BE LATE!!! Essays submitted on December 9 will be less likely to get much feedback from me, as I’ll have to hurry to get them done before grades are due; if you wish more feedback and commentary, I recommend submitting the essay by the afternoon of Sunday, December 8. However, the amount of feedback doesn’t affect your score, so there’s nothing wrong with submitting later on Monday; you’ll just get less (or nothing!) written on your paper with your grade. 
Cite the line number of the specific quotes you select to include in your writing.  Use a slash to indicate line breaks, and put no spaces on either side of that slash; also, be sure to capitalize the first letter of the first word of a new line unless that word is NOT capitalized in the poem itself.   Follow the example below:

The persona refers to the painting by saying, “That’s my last Duchess painted on the wall,/Looking as if she were alive” (lines 1-2).

Note: you DON’T have to cite the author unless you are discussing two or more poems. In that case, you’ll need to cite the author in the parenthetical reference to clarify the poem to which you’re referring. In that case, the parenthetical reference would look like this:

The reader remains unsure exactly what “depends/upon/a red wheel/barrow” (Williams lines 1-4).
Be sure to explain WHY/HOW the poems convey meaning and/or why you read them the way you do.  This is CRITICAL!!! Be sure to explain the basis for the claims you make, as you have been doing in all the written work this semester.
