A‌‌‌‍‍‌‍‍‌‍‌‍‌‍‍‌‌‌‌ssignment Guidelines This is a Policy Report  summative Assignment. This is Policy Report and carries 100% of the overall mark for this module. Task: Students are asked to discuss a policy tackling a Health and Social Care focusing on the PROCESS of policy development. Students can choose to focus on ONE of the following:   a. Policy objectives, how the issue got on the agenda, evidence base, policy formulation process and theories underpinning the development of the policy. OR a. Policy objectives, instruments, implementation and evaluation, supported by a theoretical discussion. You can tackle this task in various ways. Here are some guiding points: A. If you focus on the first part of the policy cycle: • choose a policy addressing a social issue - give details: name of the policy, when it was launched, by who etc • What issue is this policy addressing? and explore how did it get on the government’s agenda? • Discuss the general framing of the issue and the socio-economic and political context • Outline main policy objectives - what is it trying to achieve? • Discuss aspects relevant to the formulation process (who was involved, what evidence underpinned the debates in the formulation stage etc) • Offer a theoretical reflection on the process of framing and formulating the policy.   B. If you focus on the second part of the policy cycle: • choose a policy addressing a social issue - give details: name of the policy, when it was launched, by who etc • What are the policy’s more specific instruments? • Discuss aspects relevant to imple‌‌‌‍‍‌‍‍‌‍‌‍‌‍‍‌‌‌‌mentation: who are the implementation agencies, what structures and processes have been put in place to implement the policy • Are there any variations locally in terms of implementation? • Discuss potential local barriers to implementation • has the policy been evaluated - discuss. • Offer a theoretical reflection on the implementation process. In preparation for this assignment   Marking criteria used.   It is always good to consult the general and specific marking criteria used to assess your work.   The more specific criteria you need to pay attention to in relation to this assignment includes:   Criteria Weight Understanding of the policy context in which policies are developed and implemented 25% Quality and depth of engagement with recent and relevant policy documents 25% Policy specific knowledge and understanding 25% Theoretical discussion 25% Core Reading: use materials from references also Check index • Birkland, T. (2016) An introduction to the policy process : theories, concepts, and models of public policy making / 320.6 BIR Ebook • Cairney, P. (2012). Understanding public policy : theories and issues. Basingstoke : Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. CLASS NO 320.6 CAI. • Cairney, P. (2016). The politics of evidence-based policy making. New York : Palgrave Macmillan. ADD.CLASS 320.6. • Hill, M. and F. Varone (2017) The public policy process 320.HIL.6 E-book • Knoepfel, P. et al (2011). Public policy analysis. Bristol : Policy Press, 2011. CLASS NO 361.61 PUB. Additional Reading: • Please consult the We‌‌‌‍‍‌‍‍‌‍‌‍‌‍‍‌‌‌‌bLearn Reading List and individual sessions’ lists  
