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1. Summary 
	The task
	You are invited to apply entrepreneurship theory exploring the entrepreneurial process in different enterprise settings. Choose 1 of the 4 topics and prepare a 3000-word essay discussing the nature and unique characteristics of the entrepreneurial process under the examined enterprise setting. 

	Module code
	NBS-6010Y

	Assignment set
	25.09.2019

	Assignment hand-in
	16.01.2020, electronic via Blackboard

	Marked assignment returned
	13.02.2020

	Percentage of overall module mark
	50%
	Word limit
	3000



2. Your task

Entrepreneurship is the process of creating new economic activity (Davidsson et al, 2006) in a variety of enterprise settings, providing economic and social value in the economy. You are requested to prepare an essay that identifies and critically discusses the nature and unique characteristics of the entrepreneurial process under a given enterprise setting. The essay covers material presented in lectures 6-10. Please choose ONE (1) of the following four (4) topics:

1. Family Entrepreneurship
The effects of ownership on the nature of a small business has stimulated academic debate and remains a popular topic in entrepreneurship research. Centralised and ‘autocratic’ decision making that characterises family enterprises can be beneficial or detrimental to firm performance and longevity of those enterprising systems. 
· You are expected to critically discuss the unique characteristics of family entrepreneurship.
· Demonstrate the value of family enterprises in the economy.
· Discuss specific policy actions aimed to support these enterprises.
· You must present a 1000-word case study on a successful a family enterprise. Examples discussed in class are not allowed.  

2. Social Entrepreneurship 
Social entrepreneurship represents a relatively recent manifestation of entrepreneurship. At the moment, research is interested in investigating the intriguing interplay between social purpose and business practice. 
· You are expected to critically discuss the unique characteristics of social entrepreneurship.
· Demonstrate the value of social enterprises in the economy.
· Discuss specific policy actions aimed to support these enterprises.
· You must present a 1000-word case study on a successful social enterprise. Examples discussed in class are not allowed.  




3. Technology Entrepreneurship
Pioneered in Silicon Valley and now spreading across the world, the process of technology entrepreneurship involves turning a technology idea into a high-potential commercial product. Technology entrepreneurship is considered a high growth area of entrepreneurial activity. 
· You are expected to critically discuss the unique characteristics of technology entrepreneurship.
· Demonstrate the value of technology enterprises in the economy.
· Discuss specific policy actions aimed to support these enterprises.
· You must present a 1000-word case study on a successful technology enterprise. Examples discussed in class are not allowed.  

4. Female Entrepreneurship
         In recent years, the rate of new business started by women has significantly outpaced the rate      of new business started by men. Similar trends are found across the developing world.  
· You are expected to critically discuss the unique characteristics of female entrepreneurship.
· Demonstrate the value of female entrepreneurs in the economy.
· Discuss specific policy actions aimed to support female entrepreneurs.
· You must present a 1000-word case study on a successful female enterprise. Examples discussed in class are not allowed.



3. Requirements

1.   This will be an assignment undertaken by each student individually.

2.   It will be based on systematic analysis of the relevant literature. 

3.   References should contain at least 15 items from both prescribed (lecture notes and 
      Blackboard article library holdings) self-identified sources. All references should be 
      cited in the essay.  
 
4.   Only give personal opinion that can be supported with evidence. 

5.   Your work will be reviewed for plagiarism and collusion 
 (https://www.uea.ac.uk/services/students/let/study_resources/academic_writing_study_s kills/writing_reports).
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4. Primary objectives

The primary objectives refer to those objectives that your essay must address in order to achieve a pass mark.

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the context and the range of small business activities associated to the entrepreneurial process, under the examined enterprise setting. 

2. Demonstrate critical awareness of the external and internal influences of small business development, under the examined enterprise setting. 

3. Identify and discuss the nature and unique characteristics of the entrepreneurial process, under the examined enterprise setting.

5. Secondary objectives

In addition to the primary objectives the secondary objectives provide guidance on areas the essay should seek to include for additional credits (i.e. a higher mark):

1. Use of credible and well-judged sources of evidence and research.


2. A critical and discriminating understanding of key theoretical concepts that help demonstrate an understanding in the context of the question being asked.


3.   Identify all key stakeholders impacting upon the venture in international settings (case study).

6. Presentation

•	The coursework should be designed and written in essay structure.

•	It should contain:

a. Contents page, references and appendices which are not included in the word count. 
b.   An introduction part followed by a main body and conclusions parts.

b. Full references for any sources of information used, following the Harvard Referencing standards.
 
•	It should conform to following requirements:

1.   Font Type: Times New Roman

2.   Font size: 12 point

3.   Margin: Normal spacing.

4.   Line Spacing: Minimum 1.5

5.   Words: 3000 (subject to 10% variance as UEA rules).

6.   The word count should be included on the front page





7. General Guidance

1.   The coursework will be marked by taking account of the primary and secondary objectives as well as the Postgraduate Framework and Senate Scale (found in the UG Handbook).

2.   This is an individual essay and you must work alone in your research and report writing.

3.   Use a range of sources including company webpages, government statistics, journals and reports

4.   You may use Appendices to include data, supporting information, etc.

5.   Please also refer to the Course Handbook and Blackboard for associated information and more general guidance and information about:

a.   Plagiarism and collusion, and

b.   The University UG framework used for marking the coursework c.   Writing references and citations
d.   Word count

8. Useful information

Please refer to:

1.   Module Blackboard site.
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