Dr. Alice Dailey
Shx on Film, Fall 2019


Paper Assignment on Hamlet


[bookmark: _GoBack]Write an argumentative essay of at least five full pages in which you analyze some element of Shakespeare’s Hamlet along with at least one of the film adaptations—either the Ethan Hawke, Kenneth Branagh, or David Tennant.  You may choose to discuss one particular passage, scene, or issue, analyzing its treatment in the play and film(s), or you may analyze the development or recurrence of some element across the texts, such as recurring words, language patterns, imagery, characterization, or settings.  Please note that, in contrast to the first two paper assignments, this assignment requires you to address the play and at least one other object of study.  Your paper should make a claim and support it with detailed textual analysis.  To succeed at this assignment, you will need to narrow your claim to one that can be supported convincingly in five pages.  Do not merely recount details of the texts or summarize a plot or scene.  Do not merely repeat class discussion.  Avoid all versions of the argument that the film makes visual or “brings to life” elements of the play or that the film makes the play “relatable.”  These are not substantive claims and will lead to an unsuccessful discussion.

Your paper should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins.  Use parenthetical citation format to cite the play (see Citation Handout posted on Blackboard).  Your paper will be due via Blackboard by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3.

I am happy to meet with you to brainstorm ideas or discuss a draft of your paper.
